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The Concept 

Rivers are the lifeline of all civilizations as they provide a plethora of life giving benefits .They have  encouraged human kind to establish major 
human civilizations and their  cities . Mostly in many countries rivers are worshiped as their sacred mother for they nurture us with life giving 
fresh water.  As we look from pre-historic times all civilizations were established and flourished near rivers. It had played significant role in 
agriculture, transport and trade and thereby in the advancement human civilization. Rivers are an element of the hydrological cycle in which 
water collects via precipitation and its intensity expands as it collects more water from the many tributaries that feeds its drainage system. All 
rivers initiate from the apex point in an area and thereby flow downstream being born of snow rainwater or underground reserves. Rivers run 
through our history and folklore, and link us to people and their civilizations. They nourish and refresh us and provide a home to dazzling 
varieties of fish, wildlife trees and myriad varieties of plants. Be it the Amazon, the Mississippi or our very own indigenous, sacred ever flowing 
Ganges, every river has a unique identity and a character of its own which flows not just past landscapes, but through our cultures and rituals 
resonating with a tingling, sensation, vibrating and exciting every cell of the body when we witness its magnificence and grandeur , as it flows 
.Our minds and souls  begin to  rejoice and rejuvenate ,refreshed and purified and devoid of any fatigue. They are life giving and nourishing life in 
all its varied forms therefore should be cared for with utmost reverence and affection.  In a word , the whole aspect of SDGs are covered by this 
natural entity. But what do we actually do to save the extinction of rivers or to take care of the rivers which needs rejuvenation? How many 
people actually feel that we should really do something to save our rivers! Even if we think, have we taken any measures? If we have taken any 
measures, do other people know about that? If they know, do they have any suggestions!!! May be they have, but they don’t know that where to 
reach out with their ideas! 
 Therefore, considering the significance of rivers and the consequences mankind will experience in near future the Centre for River 
Affairs (CRA) of South Asian Institute for Advance Research & Development (SAIARD) is dedicated to the cause of conservation, restoration and 
protecting our largest ever flowing freshwater sources. The RIVER & SDGs is an initiative on behalf of CRA-SAIARD has been promoted with a 
vision to connect River and its concept with the different verticals of SDGs , to bridge the gap between human and the riverine conception as 
well as to bring the academicians,  scientists, policymakers & stakeholders in a single platform for the wellbeing of rivers from all over the world.  
 

“If the Earth is a Mother, then Rivers are her Veins.” – Amit Kalantri 



Aims & Objectives 

• To discuss on the emerging issues related to the river  
      and its future planning 
• To develop a strategic vision plan regarding river 

rejuvenation & its adjacent livelihood development 
• To encourage young minds towards river related studies 
• To create a chain of river committees across the world for 

the protection of rivers 
• To review of new challenges related to rivers through 

round table conference with river scientists. 
• To bring together the policymakers and stakeholders in a 

common platform 
• To prepare country specific River Policy to support in case 

of policy advocacy 
• To prepare River Action Plan to support the agenda 

Sustainable Development Goals 
• To increase the awareness among people about the river 

& its relevance 





Focus Areas 

Agriculture Tourism 

Hazard & Disaster 

Urban Planning 

Green Energy 

Heritage Biodiversity 

Landscape 

Livelihood Culture Basin Management 

Water Security 



International Consortium of River Affairs (ICRA) is a voluntary platform under the Centre 
for River Affairs (CRA) of SAIARD. It has been formed with a vision to promote the idea 
i.e. Rivers for All and We have to Think River Differently as well as to engage the power 
of some river intellectuals throughout the world in one unified platform. River is not only 
an international figure but also a trans-boundary related matter. Its impact is not only 
confined particularly on those places over which it flows but may reflect on other parts 
also. May be it’s a different states or country.  So we have to think it in a holistic manner. 
ICRA is that kind of platform which sends a message of development, prosperity, harmony 
and progress to the entire world on the basis of the development of our rivers health. It 
will engage intellectual minds from around the globe in an enriching set-up, allowing them 
to exchange views and recommend initiatives to decision-makers and influential figures. 
The forum is a chance for you to engage with top policymakers, develop skills to become a 
community and global leaders, network with promising people from the region and the 
world that are determined to make our world a better place for everyone. 

Four Pillars of ICRA for SDG implementation 


