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The Congress  
 
 

ñIf the Earth is a Mother, then Rivers are her Veins.ò ï Amit Kalantri 

 

Rivers are the lifeline of all civilizations as they provide a plethora of life giving benefits .They 

have  encouraged human kind to establish major human civilizations and their  cities . Mostly in 

many countries rivers are worshiped as their sacred mother for they nurture us with life giving 

fresh water.  As we look from pre-historic times all civilizations were established and flourished 

near rivers. It had played significant role in agriculture, transport and trade and thereby in the 

advancement human civilization. Rivers are an element of the hydrological cycle in which water 

collects via precipitation and its intensity expands as it collects more water from the many 

tributaries that feeds its drainage system. All  rivers initiate from the apex point in an area and 

thereby flow downstream being born of snow rainwater or underground reserves. 

Rivers run through our history and folklore, and link us to people and their civilizations. 

They nourish and refresh us and provide a home to dazzling varieties of fish, wildlife  trees and 

myriad varieties of plants. Be it the Amazon, the Mississippi or our very own indigenous, sacred 

ever flowing Ganges, every river has a unique identity and a character of its own which flows not 

just past landscapes, but through our cultures and rituals resonating with a tingling, sensation, 

vibrating and exciting every cell of the body when we witness its magnificence and grandeur , as 

it flows .Our minds and souls  begin to  rejoice and rejuvenate ,refreshed and purified and devoid 

of any fatigue. They are li fe giving and nourishing life in all its varied forms therefore should be 

cared for with utmost reverence and affection. But what do we actually do to save the extinction 

of rivers or to take care of the rivers which needs rejuvenation? How many people actually feel 

that we should really do something to save our rivers! Even if  we think, have we taken any 

measures? If  we have taken any measures, do other people know about that? If  they know, do they 

have any suggestions!!! May be they have, but they donôt know that where to reach out with their 

ideas! 

Considering the significance of rivers and the consequences mankind will  experience in 

near future if  negligent now South Asian Institute for Advance Research & Development 

(SAIARD) is dedicated to the cause of conservation, restoration and protecting our largest ever 

flowing freshwater sources .The ñInternational River Congress!ò is endeavor on our behalf to 

bring together scientists & stakeholders who actually research for the wellbeing of rivers from all 

over India. All  will  come together on a single platform to share, enhance and deliberate with their 

ideas. It will  be a platform where they can discuss and deliberate about River Basin Management, 

livelihoods of the people who live on the adjoining river banks and floodplains, river economies 

which promote economic sustenance. This seminar will  also be an assembly of manifestos where 

the stake holders can share their views or the steps they have taken till  date for management of 

river bank erosion, river rejuvenation & riverine ecosystem sustenance this will  pave the path for 

integrated and sustainable planning in future. 

This colloquium will  be an open stage for all those mindful souls who actually care about 

the River Sustainability & Development and want to create awareness to protect the rivers. 

SAIARD is dedicated to the cause and sincerely desires that this convention will  help us toraise 

awareness and save countless numbers of rivers from obliteration. 

 



PROGRAM SCHEDULE 
 

International River Congress – 2021 
 

Organized by  

South Asian Institute  for Advanced Research and 

Development (SAIARD) 
on 

27 – 29 December 2021 
at 

Anthropological Survey of India, Salt Lake, Kolkata 

 
 

DAY -1 

 

 

Inaugural Session-: 1:30-4:00-PM 
 

TIME  CONTENTS 

1.30-1.35 Introductory speech by Mr. Arindam Ray , Director, Academic Affairs, SAIARD  

Observance of Silence for CDS General Bipin Rawat and his team 

1.35-1.50 Invite the Delegates on the Dias 

Lighting the Lamp 

Felicitation of the delegates  

1.50-2.00 Welcome Address by Dr. Biswajit Roy Chowdhury , the Founder Chairman, 

SAIARD & IIGST 

2.05-2.15 Address by the Guest of Honour, Mr. Hitesh Vaidya , Director, National Institute 

of Urban Affairs, Govt of India  

2.15-2.25 Address by the Guest of Honour, Mr. Rajiv Ranjan Mishra ,IAS, Director 

General, National Mission for Clean Ganga, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt of India 

2.25-2.35 Address by the Guest of Honour, Dr. Gauri Basu, Director, Anthropological 

Survey Of India, Govt of India  



2.35-2.45 Address by the Honôble Guest, Shri Saibal Dasgupta, Honôble Expert Member, 

National Green Tribunal, Eastern Zone Bench, Kolkata  

2.45-2.55 Address by the Honôble Guest, His Lordship Hon’ble Justice B. Amit 

Sthalekar, Judicial Member National Green Tribunal, Eastern Zone Bench, 

Kolkata  

2.55-3.05 Address by the Special Guest, Mr. NAKAMURA  Yutaka, Honôble Consulate 

General of Japan in Kolkata  

3.05-3.20 Address by the Chief Guest, Mr. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat,  Honôble Minister 

for Jal Shakti, Govt of India 

3.20-3.25 Inauguration of IRC video 

3.25-3.30 Release of Conference Proceedings and upcoming Book Cover of IRC 

3.30-3.50 Award Ceremony 

Prof. S. R. Basu Memorial Award 

Best River Scientist Award 

River Scientist of the Year 

Best River Rejuvenator Award 

Save River Campaign Awards  

3.55-4.00 Vote of Thanks by Dr. Shankar Dayal, Director, Centre for Disaster Management 

& Planning, SAIARD 

 

 

TIMING -: 4:00 TO 4:25 PM 

 

¶ Keynote Address by Mr . D.P Mathuria, Executive Director, National Mission for Clean 

Ganga, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt of India  

 

TIMING -:4:30 TO 5:15 PM 

 

¶ Inauguration of Exhibition G allery 

¶ Networking Tea 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

TIMING -: 5:15 TO 5:45 PM 

 

Discussion with  

Mr. Sumouleendra Ghosh  
Associate Partner, KPMG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIMING -: 5:45 TO 6:00 PM 

 

MOU Signing Ceremony 
 

MOU-1: SAIARD & TERI New Delhi 

MOU-2: SAIARD & Atal Bihari Vajpayee Vishwavidyalaya, Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh 

MOU-3: SAIARD & Vivekananda Mission Mahavidyalaya, West Bengal 

 

 

 

 

TIMING -: 6:00 TO 7:00 PM 

 

Cultural Event   

GAUDIYA NRITYA BHARATI   
By 

 Prof. Dr. Mahua Mukherjee  & Team 
 

 

 

 

 

TIMING -: 7:00 PM 

 

Gala Dinner  

 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Meet the Author 



DAY-:2 
 

TIMING -: 9:00 TO 10:00 AM 

 

Breakfast 

 

Panel/Roundtable Discussion  

 

[Hall -1 : Auditorium]  
 

 

TIMING -: 10:00 AM TO 11:30 AM 

 

 

Theme: River and Cities: The River-People Connect 

 

Moderator: Dr. Uday Bhonde  

11:00ï11:10 Welcome and introductions o Purpose of the session o Introduction of speakers  

11:10ï11:30 Discussion with NIUA and NMCG speakers (Round-1)  

11:30ï11:45 Discussion with speakers from other organizations (Round-1)  

11:45ï12:05 Discussion with NIUA and NMCG speakers (Round-2)  

12:05ï12:10 Discussion with speakers from other organizations (Round-2)  

12:10ï12:25 Q&A with members of the audience  

12:25ï12:30 Sum up and way forward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIMING -: 11:30 PM TO 1:30 PM 

 

 

 

National Roundtable on  

“The Inclusive and Resilient 

Approach to Water Sensitive 

Urban Development in India” 

December 28th, 2021   



Time Topic / Details 

11:30 ï 

11:35 
Welcome  

Á Dr. Biswajit Roy Chowdhury 

Chairman, SAIARD, Kolkata 

11:35 ï 

11:45 
Setting the Context 

Á Dr. Saswat Bandyopadhyay 

Professor, Faculty of Planning, CEPT 

University, India 

11:45 ï 

11:55 

Inclusive Urban Development Approach- 

Lessons from GIZ engagements in India 

Á Ms. Aparna Das 

Senior Advisor, SUD-SC, GIZ India 

11:55 ï 

12:05 
Inaugural Remarks 

Á Mr. Hitesh Vaidya 

Director, NIUA, Delhi (TBC) 

TECHNICAL SESSION  

12:10 ï 

12:25 

Water Sensitive Urban Development- 

Experience of Mangalore, India and 

Bharuch, Gujarat 

Á Prof. Tushar Bose and Ar. Riya Mallick 

     CEPT University, Ahmedabad 

12:25 ï 

12:40 
Resilient Waterfront Development 

Á Dr. Saswat Bandyopadhyay 

Professor, Faculty of Planning, CEPT University, 

India 

12:40 ï 

12:55 

Historic and Cultural Landscape in 

Waterfront development 

Á Dr. Joy Sen 

Á Professor, ARP, IIT, Kharagpur, India 

12:55 ï 

13:10 
Inclusionary Zoning and Regulations  

Á Dr. Sejal Patel 

Professor & Program Chair, Master of Urban 

Housing, CEPT University, Ahmedabad, India 

13:10 ï 

13:25 

Comments from Indian and South African 

Officials and other stakeholders 

Á Ms. Aparna Das 

       Senior Advisor, SUD-SC, GIZ India 

13:25-

13:45 

Panel Discussion: 

Inclusive and Resilient Waterfront 

Development- Opportunities and 

Challenges 

 

Moderator: Prof. Saswat Bandyopadhyay 

Á Mr. Joy Sen 

Á Mr. Hitesh Vaidya 

Á Ms. Aparna Das 

Á Dr. Sejal Patel 

13:45 Vote of Thanks and Mementoes 
Á Dr. Biswajit Roy Chowdhury 

Chair, SAIARD, Kolkata 

 

 

TIMING -: 1:30 TO 2:30 PM 

 

Lunch 

 

 

 

 

Technical Session 
 

Theme: Role of Technology for River Basin Management  
 



TIMING -: 2:30 TO 3:30 PM 

 

Chairperson: Dr. Tapati Banerjee, Director, National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organisation 

(NATMO), Govt of India 

Co-Chairperson: Mr Peeyush Gupta, Real Time Information Specialist, National Mission for 

Clean Ganga, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt of India 

 

Panelists/ Speakers: 

 

1. Space technology application for river basin management by Dr. S.P. Aggarwal, Director, 

North-Eastern Space Application Centre, Shillong, India [Online] 

2. Role of Geospatial technology for water resources and river management studies by Dr. 

Praveen Kumar Thakur , Head, water Resource Dept., Indian Institute of Remote Sensing, 

Govt of India [Online]  

3. The role of data interoperability and geospatial technology for managing river systems and 

weather related risks by Ms. Anju James, Solutions Development - Disaster Risk 

Reduction, Komunidad Global PTE. Ltd.  

4. NavIC enabled, multi-sensor, real-time, water quality management system using WEBGIS 

technology (NAVWQM) by Somnath Mahato, Subhadip Ghorui, Sukabya Dan, 

Anindya Bose 

5. Emerging trends in geospatial technology for managing river system by Dr. Shankar 

Dayal,  Mrityunjay Kumar Jha, Shruti Dutta   

6. Geospatial Technologies and the Sustainable Management of River Systems in India: 

Understanding the Regulatory Landscape by Ishita Das 

7. Earth observations satellites-based water budget estimation in Mahanadi River by Chiranj it 

Singha, Amlan Mahato, Kishore Chandra Swain 

 

 

 

Panel Discussion 

  

Theme: Hydro-Meteorological Disasters and Resilience  
 

TIMING -: 3:30 TO 4:30 PM 

 

 

Chairperson: Er. Subrata Halder, Executive Engineer (A-I), State Water Investigation 

Directorate, Govt. of West Bengal 

Co-Chairperson: Dr. Shankar Dayal, Director, Centre for Disaster Management & Planning, 

SAIARD 

 

Panelists:  

¶ Dr Sanjib Bandyopadhyay, DDGM, India Meteorological Department, Govt of India, 

Kolkata 

¶ Dr. Piyoosh Rautela, Executive Director, Uttarakhand State Disaster Management 

Authority, Govt of Uttarakhand 



¶ Prof. Sunil Kr. De, Professor, North-Eastern Hilly University, Shillong 

¶ Dr. Kumar  Margasahayam, In-charge of South Asian Countries of Earth Network 

¶ Mr. Yogesh Patil, Chief Executive Officer, Skymet Weather Services Pvt. Ltd. 

 

 

 

Special Lectures by the International Delegates (Virtual) 
Countries: Belgium, Greece 

 

TIMING -: 4:30 TO 5:00 PM 

 

Chairperson: Dr. Krishnendu Das, Research Scientist, SAIARD & Former Principal Scientist, 

NBSS&LUP, Govt of India 

 

1. Water resources management in Greece, Ms. Rania Lampou, Global STEM educator, 

Greek Ministry of Education & Religious Affairs 

2. Dépollution des eaux en Belgique, Mr. Patrick Janssen, Founder - Managing Director, 

Dung dung ASBL, Belgium 

 

 

TIMING -: 1:30 TO 2:30 PM 

 

Lunch 

 

 

TECHNCAL SESSIONS  

 

[Hall -2: Conference Hall] 

 

 

TIMING -: 2:30 TO 5:00 PM 

 

Chairperson: Dr. Sucheta Mukherjee, Assistant Professor, Sripat Singh College, Murshidabad, 

West Bengal 

Co-Chairperson: Dr. Abhisek Saha, Chatra Ramai Pandit Mahavidyalaya, Bankura, West 

Bengal 

  
 

1. Urban story of upper lake Bhopal by Dr. Sheetal Sharma 

2. Teesta river treaty and its socio-political impact on India and Bangladesh in the present by 

Rudrasavarna Dutta 

3. In application of scientific river and waste management to eradicate water logging in urban 

areas and to maintain the health of river and biodiversity by Prof. Dr Sankar Kumar 

Sanyal, Dr. Sumanta Bhattacharya 

4. Determination of Structural and Fluvial Control over the Channel Geometry: A Case-Study 

of Chamta River, Darjeeling, West Bengal by Gargi Sarkar, Subhadip Gupta 



5. River bank erosion on Darjeeling Himalayan terai region: a case study Of lower Balasan 

channel by Subhadip Gupta,Sainee Das,Subham Roy 

6. River health condition from human perspectives: past and present by Sanchita Gupta 

7. Channel migration on the piedmont zone of Bhutan Himalaya: a case study of lower Diana 

River by Subhadip Gupta,,Bipasha Chakroborty, Ajmer  Munir Mondal  

8. The study of microbiological water quality estimation and its impacts on the Kangsabati 

river basin by Chiranj it Singha, Amlan Mahato, Kishore Chandra Swain  

9. River, Man, Microbiome: eternal and evolving triad of one health initiative by Prof. Dr.  

Kumkum Bhattacharyya, Dr. Subhalakshmi Gupta, Dr. Abirlal Sanyal  

 

 

 

TIMING -: 5:00 TO 6:00 PM 

 

Networking Tea 

 

TIMING -: 6:00 TO 7:00 PM 

 

Cultural Event  

SAROD MUSICAL EVENING  
by 

Shri Suddhaswattwa Bhattacharjee  & Team 

 

 

 

TIMING -: 7:00 PM 

 

Dinner 
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DAY: 3 
 

 

TIMING -: 9:00 TO 10:30 AM 

 

Breakfast 

 

 

TECHNCAL SESSIONS [Auditorium]  

 

 

TIMING -: 10:30 AM TO 12:00 AM 

 

Chairperson: Dr. Piyoosh Rautela, Executive Director, Uttarakhand State Disaster Management 

Authority, Govt of Uttarakhand 

Co-Chairperson: Ms. Vishakha Jha, National Institute of Urban Affairs, Govt of India 

 

 

 

Special Lectures by the International Delegates (Virtual) 
Countries: Sri Lanka, Bangladesh 

 

1. Assets and vulnerabilities of the char dwellers by Prof. Shuchita Sharmin, Professor, 

University of Dhaka, Bangladesh 

2. Use of disruptive technologies for flood and drought monitoring by Dr.  Surajit Ghosh, 

Regional Researcher, International Water Management Institute,Colombo, Sri Lanka 

 

Paper Presentation (Virtual)  

 

1. Analyzing land use/land cover changes of charkha dadri city using google earth images by 

Asha Rao, S. Kumar Bansal 

2. Evaluation of anthropogenic stress on nathsagar wetland at Paithan, Maharashtra by Rahul 

Mahamuni 

3. A spatial interventions approach for restoring urban-river linkages: case of Varuna River, 

Varanasi by Aishwarya Dwivedi 

4. Swat-based hydrological modelling of Uttarakhand, central Himalayan region, India by 

Ayushi Vijhani  

5. Review of Minimal Flow Regulation Norms and Its Suitability for Beas River Basin by 

Cprakasam, Saravanan R 

6. Sustainable solutions to river pollution and rejuvenation by Dr. Shyamoli Sen, Dr. 

Arghadeep Dasgupta 

7. Analysing LULC changes of Charkhi dadri city of Haryaya using Google Earth images 

and GIS by Asha Rao and S. Kumar Bansal 

 

 

 

 



 

PANEL DISCUSSION 

 

Theme: Role of Stakeholders in case of River Rejuvenation and Livelihood 

Development 

 
 

TIMING -: 12:00 TO 1:00 PM 

 

Chairperson: Dr. Sheetal Sharma, Associate Professor, Vellore Institute of Technology, Bhopal 

Co-Chairperson: Mr. Rahul Sachdeva, Project Coordinator - Water & Environment, National 

Institute of Urban Affairs, Govt of India 

 

Panelists: 

 

¶ Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Govt of West 

Bengal  

¶ Prof. Kaushik Ghosh, Assistant Professor, Urban Management Centre, Netaji Subhas 

Administrative   Training   Institute (ATI) , Govt of West Bengal 

¶ Prof. Mahalaya Chatterjee, Professor, University of Calcutta, Kolkata 

¶ Dr. T.K. Mandal, Research Officer, Scientist-3, Central Ayurveda Research Institute, 

Ministry of Ayush, Govt of India 

 

 

 

 

 

Valedictory Session 

 
TIMING -: 12:00 TO 1:00 PM 

 

TIME  CONTENTS 

12.00 ï 12.05 Welcome note by Ms. Bulu Basak, Faculty, Geoinformatics Div., SAIARD 

12.05 ï 12.10 Invite The Delegates on the Dias 

12.10 ï 12.15 Summing up by Dr. Biswajit Roy Chowdhury , the Founder Chairman, SAIARD & IIGST 

12.15 ï 12.25 Address by the Honôble Guest, Dr. B.K. Das, ICAR-Central Inland Fisheries Research 

Institute Barrackpore, West Bengal  

12.25 ï 12.35 Mr. Joly Choudhury, WBCS (EXE), Add. Secretary, UD&MA Dept., Govt. of West 

Bengal and Add. Director, SUDA  

12.35 ï 12.45 Dr. Tapati Banerjee, Director, National Atlas and Thematic Mapping Organisation 

(NATMO), Govt of India  

12.45 ï 12.55 Address by the Special Guest, Dr. Kalyan Rudra, Chairman, West Bengal Pollution 

Control Board, Govt of West Bengal   



12.55 ï 01.05 Address by the Guest of Honour, G. Ashok Kumar, IAS, Add. Secretary and Mission 

Director, National Water Mission, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Govt of India   

01.05 ï 01.20 Award Ceremony  

 

Best Exhibitor Award 

Best Paper Presenters 

01.20 ï 01.25 Vote of Thanks by Mr.  Arindam Ray , Director, Academic Affairs, SAIARD  

01.25 ï 01.30 National Anthem 

 

 

TIMING -: 1:30 TO 2:30 PM 

 

Valedictory Lunch 

 

éééééééééééé.ThE EnDé..ééééééééééé.. 

 

 

 

ONLINE PLATFORM FOR JOINING WITH US FOR ALL THREE DAYS 
 
 
 
    
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

LIVE STREAMING  


